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was left a desolate young widower, this time with
six children of whom the eldest was only fifteen.

Shortly after her death Joseph Chamberlain wrote
the following tribute to his wife, putting it aside
that it might be read later by her children.

Early in our married life my public work began to grow
upon me and from the first and throughout Florence identi-
fied herself with and took the most lively interest in all its
phases.. . . During the few years which have followed
I have had in my wife a friend and counsellor intensely
interested in the objects for which I have striven, heartily
rejoicing in my success and full of loving sympathy in an
occasional failure and disappointment. And looking back I
see how the path has been smoothed for me by her unselfish
affection and how much strength I have gained from the just
confidence I have reposed in the judgement and devotion with
which she has played the part reserved for her. It is easy to
give time and thought and labour to public work while the
mind is relieved from any anxiety about home duties and
all the responsibilities of life are shared by a real helpmate
and companion . . . and the result of this complete similarity
and identity of interests has naturally been to knit us both
together so that I can now say that there has been no
thought or action of my later years which my wife has not
shared with me, and no place or ambition or desire formed
for the future which has not been shadowed by her death.

Her stepson Sir Austen Chamberlain has also left
a delightful and intimate sketch of her in his book
Politics from the Inside. In this he wrote: "I still
see her, as on our arrival with my father at his new
home, she came running from the rockery where she
was planting ferns they had gathered on their honey-
moon in the Lakes, pulling off her gauntlet gloves,
with the trowel still in her hand and a loving welcome
for her new children which never failed in her short
life. She bore my father four children. Between
them and us she made no distinction, and amidst
c